t "Vanni" was the name given to Northern Ceylon which is bounded on the North by Jaffna Lake, on the south by the Aruvi river and the district of Nuwara-kalawiya now merged in the North Central Province, on the east by the district of Trincomalee, and on the west by the district of Mannar. Roughly speaking, the district of Vavuniya forms the southern half of the "Vanni" and that of Mullativue the northern half. The area of the Dutch Vanni was computed to be about 2,000 square miles.
The first census of "Parangi" in Ceylon, made in 1879 by the Government through village headmen, gave the data shown in Table I . In 1922 the Committee "appointed to inquire into and report upon the prevalence of Parangi in Ceylon with a view to making adequate provision for coping with the disease" (Ceylon Sessional Paper XV of 1922) reported that "the number of cases of Parangi treated at Government dispensaries during the last 5 years was considered, as also the reports from the various Government Agents of the incidence of the disease in each province, and it was found that the incidence was very large, and that the disease was scattered over nearly all the provinces, except portions of the Northern and Western Provinces and in the hilly areas of some provinces" (Table II, 
